
LIBERTY COMMON SENSE
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 26, Issue 18, Fri 16 Dec 2022

          

SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

When We Return: Helen Frankenthaler Week at LCHS

Helen Frankenthaler was a groundbreaking Abstract
Expressionist artist. In the 1950s, she invented a new
painting technique called soak stain. Frankenthaler's
avant-garde technique pushed modernist painters to
experiment with more meditative themes in their work.
Her innovative methods eventually established a bridge
from Abstract Expressionism to Minimalism.

Headmaster's Message
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2022-2023 Important Dates

Fri 16 Dec 2022  | JH "The Not So Silent" Movie Night | 3 :00-5:30PM | Colosseum
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023  | Winter Break—No School

Mon 9 Jan 2023 | School in Session/Start of 2nd Semester
Mon 9 Jan 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | Plato and Aristotle Campuses
Tue 10 Jan 2023 | Legion of XIII Induction | 6:00PM | LCHS Great Hall
Wed 11 Jan 2023 | Open-Campus Lunch | Juniors and Seniors
Wed 11 Jan 2023 | LCHS-Lottery Draw Begins
Wed 11 Jan 2023 | JH Lyceum | 2:15PM | Colosseum
Thu 12 Jan 2023 | HS Lyceum | 2:15PM | Colosseum         
Thu 12 Jan 2023 | LCHS Spelling Bee | 3:20PM | LCHS Great Hall
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—No School
Tue 17 Jan 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | LCHS
Mon 23 Jan 2023 | Liberty Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy” | 6:30PM | LCHS
Great Hall
Wed 25 Jan 2023 | Senior Breakfast | 9:00–10:30AM | Timberline Church
Wed 25 Jan 2023 | Open-Campus Lunch | Seniors
Wed 25 Jan 2023 | Senior Speak-out | 2:15–2:45PM
Wed 25 Jan 2023 | Internet-Safety Seminar | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Thu 26 Jan 2023 | Winter-Sports Pep Rally | 2:15-2:45PM
Thu 26 Jan 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 27 Jan 2023 | Liberty/College T-Shirt/Hoodie Day
Fri 27 Jan 2023 | LCHS Favorite-Poem Project | 6:00–8:00PM | Wolverine Farm Publick
House

LCHS School Calendar
LCHS Event Calendar
Bell schedule and block-day schedule

All-School News

Spread the Word. Public-Information Nights are the best way for prospective Liberty
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families to learn about our school. The predominant method of notifying families about
these events is by word-of-mouth from current Liberty families. Please continue to
promote our school and invite a family to an upcoming event:

Mon 9 Jan 2023 | 6:30PM | Plato and Aristotle Campuses
Tue 17 Jan 2023 | 6:30PM | Liberty Common High School

Hearing, Vision Appointments. If your child received a referral for vision or hearing
concerns recently, please consider making an appointment over Christmas break (if you
haven’t done so already). Don’t let this important matter linger as it relates directly to
classroom learning. If you have any questions, or concerns, or need guidance on applying
for financial assistance, please email our school nurse, Natalie Dybzinksi.  

Robotics Success. Congratulations to the Robot
Rebels! Liberty Common’s FIRST Lego League
Challenge team competed against 51 teams on Sat 10
Dec 2022 at the University of Colorado - Denver in the
State Championship. The team won 1st Place in Robot
Design and an invitation to an international tournament
in 2023. We can’t wait to see what the team does next.

Pictured: 6th graders: Mateo Romero, Anna Smith,
Allie Smith and Charlie Notarfrancesco

Angel Voices. Over 150 students from across
the school performed in our annual Holiday
Concert this past Monday. This event brought
together students in grades 5-12 to share their
skill and commitment to the performing arts.
The Plato campus Agora was full, the
audience was excited, and the students rose to
the occasion. Without exception, each
ensemble performed superbly.

LCHS News

Charter Champions. Two LCHS seniors were selected
as Charter Campions by the Colorado League of
Charter Schools. Spencer Lynch and Logan
Haugestuen will be recognized at a statewide charter-
school conference as students who exemplify and
promote the valuable role of charters in public
education. Congratulations to these seniors on their
leadership.

Class of 2023 Celebration. To celebrate the
remarkable senior class, the school’s administrators will
be making and serving a delicious breakfast for these
fine young men and women. This will take place on
Wed 25 Jan 2023 from 9:00–10:30AM at Timberline
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Church (2908 S Timberline Rd). In addition, the seniors
will get a late start that day, and are thereby not
required to be at school until 11:20AM for block 5th and
7th periods. If parents are interested in volunteering or
donating to this event, please utilize this sign-up form.

Holiday Thank You. Thank you to everyone who
donated cookies, drinks, and burritos from The
Matador restaurant to the high-school staff for
finals week. They were all delicious and we
thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful spread. Big
"thank you" to Mrs. Julie Castillo  who
coordinated a week of teacher-appreciation
gestures.  

Christmastide Carols. Members of the LCS junior-
high choir journeyed back to familiar elementary-
classroom settings to share dulcet joy with younger
scholars who follow in their Liberty footsteps.
Hopefully, the impressive demonstration of choral
skills and euphonious tones will prompt lots of
youngsters to consider pursuing choir electives
upon entering the 7th grade. Instructor Mr. Andrew
Wallace directed the performances. The stunning
beauty of mellifluous harmonies and classical
hymns definitely registered an impression. Lots of
elementary students now look forward to the chance, one day, to add their voices to this
awesome choir.

Raise the Torch
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Raise The Torch: The Campaign for Liberty Common School. We are excited to
formally announce the most ambitious fundraising campaign in our school’s history.
Liberty’s parent-led Board of Directors has resolved to grow our school to serve more
families and improve our facilities for more effective educational delivery.
 
The Raise the Torch campaign launches this winter and we’re counting on you to help us
build our campaign fund now so we can accomplish these specific capital projects:
●    Purchase the facility for our Aristotle elementary campus
●    Purchase or build a dedicated junior-high campus
●    Build a multi-use performing-arts center
●    Expand classroom and office space at Liberty Common High School
 
Our Board of Directors invites all parents, grandparents, alumni, and other supporters to
become torchbearers for our school—to help us Raise the Torch. These projects will cost
tens of millions of dollars and we need your help to ignite this campaign. Will you please
consider a generous gift to help us get started?
 
Be looking in your postal mailbox for a letter detailing this campaign or read more about it
and give online today. As we near the end of the calendar year, we invite you to respond
with support for this ambitious and bold project. Please join us and Raise the Torch!

Alternate Contribution Options. For more information about how to contribute stock,
estate proceeds, or take advantage of matching gifts from your employer, email our
fundraising team HERE.

Weekly Feature
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Honor, Prayers, Fortunes
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty students are sustained in their education through a gigantic, exciting, really
important charity – Liberty Common School. Our annual end-of-year fundraising request
should reach your postal mailboxes any day now.
 
Please respond to it generously. During the holiday season of giving, many are looking for
a sign as deep as the netherworld, or high as the sky!  LCS’s donation recommendation is
rather specific, definitely sincere, and intended to compel sky-high giving.

Occasionally, parents ask me why we are regularly
asked to donate to the school when it is partially funded
by government. Fair question. Note that all of
government-owned education is an involuntary
“charity.” 
 
Political jurisdictions compel taxes from individuals, by
force, to be appropriated for subsidizing political goals,
in this case, base funding for public education. “Base
funding” is just as it sounds, basic. 
 
Liberty Common is intended to be that plus much
more. Our school was founded upon parental aspirations
toward vastly higher levels of achievement in student
instruction, moral development, academic results, faculty compensation, facilities, safety,
school culture, excellence in all things. To the extent we achieve elevated benchmarks, it
is due to a quarter-century distinguished by heroic parental giving – of our time, our
attention, our honor, our prayers, and certainly our fortunes.
 
Christmas and Hanukkah celebrate these same traditions of faith, hope, charity, good
cheer, family, and gift-giving punctuated by a spirit of generosity. "I deem it the duty of
every man to devote a certain portion of his income for charitable purposes,” wrote
President Thomas Jefferson, himself a founder of public education in America, “and that
it is his further duty to see it so applied as to do the most good of which it is capable.''
 
It is vitally important Liberty’s year-end appeal and campaign generate the highest levels
of charity.  More information about the effort is included elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
In the meantime, enjoy a blessed three-week Holiday break, starting today; and, let’s
make 2023 our best year ever. 

Assistant Principal's Message—Mrs. Kearney

Ugly-Sweater Day. Last Tuesday, a fun tradition
continued, LCHS Ugliest-Sweater Day. Wow, were
there some doozies.   Be sure to check out more
photos of all the fun on Instagram.

Not-So-Silent Movie Night.  Junior-high students— if
you like Home Alone, hot chocolate, and pizza, come
to the Not-So-Silent Movie Night tonight from 3:00–
5:30PM, brought to you by the Order of Erebor. The
cost is only $7 at the door. It will be the perfect way to
kick off a relaxing winter break. Bring pillows and

https://www.instagram.com/libertycommonschool/


blankets if you want to feel extra cozy. Free-Dress-
Day rules apply. 

Assistant Principal's Message—Dr. Robinson

First-Semester Grade Deadline. Teachers will be updating fall-semester grades through
Wed 11 Jan 2023. Therefore, what you see in PowerSchool over the break may not be the
final grade. You can typically determine whether the grade is final by looking at the
detailed assignments view and checking whether all scores have been entered.

Second-Semester Schedules. Updated copies of second-semester schedules will be
distributed via email over the break and will also be available in paper form in the Great
Hall on Mon 9 Jan 2023. The periods of some classes may change from what you saw in
August to facilitate balancing sections and other requirements, even if you have not
requested a change to your schedule. If you would like to discuss a schedule change,
please contact me to set up an appointment.  All changes must be finalized by Fri 13 Jan
2023, the end of the first week of second semester.

What to Do if a Student Fails a Class.  As we finish the semester, there will undoubtedly
be some students with a D or an F in a certain class. Here is a guide on how to approach
that situation for both junior-high, and high school:

Junior High. First, please know year-long classes in junior high average to an
overall yearlong grade. If a student earned a 64% in the first semester of history, he
or she can still pass the class with a 76% in the second semester. It would be an
excellent idea to meet with the teacher and work out a plan of action to determine
what adjustments can be made in the spring to lead to a better result. Failed one-
semester classes, such as computer essentials or core music, do not need to be
taken again but please remember if a student fails any two yearlong core classes
(math, science, history, English), or any three total classes, they may be
recommended for retention. Even if a student is not retained, certain classes that
build on previous skills, such as Latin and math, may need to be retaken in the next
grade.
High School. Students need to earn a certain number of credits to graduate.
Failing a semester means not earning that credit. If it is a semester of a core class,
such as biology, then that semester will need to be made up by retaking the failed
semester in a later year. If an elective class was failed, then it does not need to be
made up, but a student will not be able to count on that class to fulfill graduation
requirements. In some situations, students can repeat a failed class later and
replace the original D or F they earned in that class with their new passing grade. If
the situation is right, there is also the possibility of completing a credit-recovery plan
instead of retaking the entire semester. See the Student-Parent Handbook for
details on our credit-recovery and repeat/delete policies.

College Counselor's Message—Mrs. Campbell

Scholarship Application. The Poudre School Scholarship Application is now open. Click
here to access the scholarship application and instructions. There are several
scholarships available for in-state and out-of-state colleges. Be sure to read all directions
carefully. The deadline is Fri 27 Jan 2023 at 4:30PM.

Application requirements include:
One required essay
One letter of recommendation—seniors must let Mrs. Campbell know which letter
of recommendation they want to be sent.
Upload your most recent transcript
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Upload SAT or ACT scores (optional)
Provide a statement of financial need (optional)
Select the scholarships to which you are applying

Athletics

Junior-High Girls’ Basketball. The girls’ basketball season will officially start Mon 9 Jan
2023. This is our first day back from the holiday break, so please complete the registration
HERE before the end of the break if your student plans to join us. 

Season Tickets. With only one women’s-home game before the winter break, we will
have a busy home schedule starting in January. Everyone should purchase season
passes or tickets before arriving at the Colosseum. For information, prices, and
purchasing please visit lceagles.com/event-tickets.

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-
date information on lceagles.com.

Academic Support Team Support Tip of the Week

Sleep Is Important. Over the break, remember to think about all the previous tips about
organization, routines, and spreading out your homework so you can get enough sleep.
Sleep is essential to being healthy as well as happy, and to allow you to perform your best
academically. While studies vary, it is agreed upon at least eight hours of sleep is
beneficial. Break times are great opportunities to get yourself back on a healthy sleep
schedule.    

LCHS Opportunity Society

Job Opportunities. CareerWise Colorado at Tolmar has several apprenticeships
available for students in areas of manufacturing, quality, and maintenance.  If you are 16
years old by Mon 16 Jan 2023, you may apply. To learn more about this opportunity
CLICK HERE.

Alumni Update 

Liberty Common School highlights the amazing achievements of our alumni. If you know
of alumni doing exceptional work, please encourage them to send us an update. Their
stories are important to the entire Liberty community and we want to celebrate
them. Alumni should send updates via email to Mrs. Kallie Cooper.

News Worth Repeating

Pastry Club. If you missed out on Fall 2022 Pastry-Club activities, you can join Pastry
Club for Spring of 2023. We meet the first Tuesday of each month in Washington Hall.
Students will learn to make things like homemade pasta, cookies, crepes, cake pops, and
pie crust. The fee is $25 and you can sign up by emailing Mrs. McAllister to reserve your
spot. Spaces are limited.

Registration for 2023-2024. In late January, curriculum guides and registration forms will
be distributed to 7th–11th graders. Students and parents can then select classes for the
next school year. Registration forms will be due roughly one week later. More information
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will be provided as these dates get closer. Please contact Dr. Robinson with questions. 

Winter-Sports Photos. The Athletics Department needs high-res photos from this year’s
winter sports. If you are a parent or student interested in taking photos, please email Mrs.
Kallie Cooper. These photos will be used on the website and other promotional
materials. If you already have photos from this year, please send them to
media@libertycommon.org. 

Spirit Store. CLICK HERE to shop school apparel all year. Orders are processed the
15th and 30th of every month.The link to the spirit store can also be found in the ‘Quick
Links’ section of our website. 

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed. All three LCS campuses are looking for substitute
teachers to help out in classrooms, the health office, and the front office. If you are
interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the school’s operations
department—no formal training or degree required. All classroom materials will be
provided. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS community, please pass this
information along.

Liberty Lecture. Mark your calendars for the next
Liberty Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance
Italy” on Mon 23 Jan 2023, featuring guest speaker
Dr. Joel Penning. In the late Middle Ages, the city-
states of Italy witnessed the rebirth of an ancient
form of government: The republic. Dr. Penning will
consider the conditions which led Italian cities to
adopt republican governments, how their
republican experiments managed to overcome the

threat of warfare and social division, and why they ultimately fell.  

Internet-Safety Seminar. Officer Ehrich Weis will present “Footsteps in a Digital World,”
an educated view on social media, on Wed 25 Jan 2023 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall. He will discuss common social-media applications students use and how to ensure
safe practices for young adults. The presentation will utilize case studies from School
Resource Officers with first-hand experience dealing with safety concerns for students
utilizing social media. 

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:  

“Rule No. 193. Representing Your School. Boys
and girls who are athletes, members of a team, are
the representatives of your school. They should be
expected to live up to the ideals of your school, by
being gentlemen and ladies at all times.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023  | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
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Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org

Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 26 Jan 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle Campus Agora

Liberty Common High School 
2745 Minnesota Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: 970-672-5500 | Fax 970-672-5499 | Email hsinfo@libertycommon.org
 

Attendance Line: (Please call by 8:15 AM) 970-672-5500, option 2 or
email lchsattendance@libertycommon.org 
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 7:15AM-3:45PM

Principal, Torgun Lovely- tlovely@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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